[image: image1.jpg]XX ¥,

DD
oy




	www.eshg.org
European Society
of Human Genetics
Administrative Office:                               Phone: +43 1 405 13 83 20
ESHG c/o Vienna Medical Academy               Fax: +43 1 405 13 83 23
Alser Strasse 4                                              Email:office@eshg.org
1090 Vienna Austria                                       membership@eshg.org


 
  
 
 
Dear Genetics Colleagues,
 
For the fifth year, the European Society of Human Genetics (ESHG) will be sponsoring a DNA Day Essay contest in European high schools as part of International DNA Day activities. Once again we will partner with the American Society of Human Genetics in this initiative. A recent example of this collaboration was seen in the “Global Village” at the International Congress of Human Genetics in Montreal last month, where a continuously-running slide show featured quotes from European students’ essays, intermingled with those of American students from the 2011 essay contest.
 
Taking into account your suggestions from the 2011 essay contest, we would like to start earlier this year and announce the winning essays on April 25, DNA Day. This should foster the participation of more students/classes, by giving science teachers time to plan this into their curricula for the year. This schedule will allow winning classes to enjoy their prizes (money for equipment or for a field trip) during the same school year,  and give teachers the opportunity to use the winning essays as a teaching tool. Additional DNA Day activities are planned this year for April 25, to include a video presentation on the ESHG’s DNA Day website, presenting the awards and featuring a short lecture on each essay subject by an ESHG geneticist..   
 
Please use the essay contest as means to promote knowledge of genetics in your country and within Europe. The ESHG would also be pleased to learn about other DNA Day activities that you may be hosting in your country; you are welcome to submit these for posting on the DNA Day website as well.      
 
On a practical basis, we suggest that you:
o        Use existing contacts and “educational partners” from your country to disseminate information on the contest to schools, teachers, principals
o        Send a letter to secondary schools in your country, referring them to the DNA Day website (www.dnaday.eu), which will have information on this year’s questions/contest directives early in November. Your national genetics society or other organization may also choose to create a website in your county, or provide a link to the ESHG ‘s DNA Day site
o        Promote the DNA Day essay contest and other DNA Day activities through radio, television, newspapers and social networking. 
 
We invite you to take a look at the DNA Day website to read questions, essays, memorable quotes and information on participating countries from previous years’ contests: http://dnaday.eu  The contest is open to students ages 15-18, who should submit their essays electronically between December 1 and March 1. Winning essays will be announced by video presentation on DNA Day 2012 as well as at the annual European Society meeting in Nurnberg, Germany in June. The top three essays will be awarded monetary prizes, one for the student and a second for the class/teacher. All students who submit an essay will receive a certification of participation.
 
Please let us know how the ESHG can help you promote DNA Day!
 
	 
Yours sincerely,
 

	Tayfun Ozcelik, M.D.
Chairman, Education Committee ESHG
	Celia D. DeLozier, Ph.D.
ESHG Education liaison with ASHG

	 
Jörg Schmidtke, M.D.
President, European Society of Human Genetics


